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NORTH PACIFIC OCEAN, APRIL 1936 

By WILLIS E, HURD 

Atmospheric presswe.-The general pressure situation 
over the North Pacific Ocean and adjoining coasts during 
April 1936 eshibited few departures of moment from 
normal. The Aleutian LOW was developed as usual 
except in the vicinity of Kodiak, where the average pres- 
sure for the month, 29.89, was 0.14 inch above the normal. 
Off the Washington coast, pressures were also appreciably 
above normal, as they were a t  hlidway Island. Anti- 
cyclonic conditions were somewhat better developed than 
normal in middle latitudes. 

TABLE 1.-Averages, departures, and extremes of atmospheric pressure 
at sea level, North Pacific Ocean, April 19S6, at selected stations 
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2.17,18,23 
28 
27 
3 
21 

u . 2 5  
24 
3 

22 

stations 

Point Barrow _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Dutch Harbor _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ~ 

S t .  Paul ___.____________________ 
Podiak _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Juneau __.._____________________ 
Tatoosh Island .________________ 
San Francisco _.___________.____ 
Mazatlsn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Honolulu . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Midway Island _______________. 
Guam _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Manila .__._. ~ _ _  ___._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Hong Kong ______._____________ 
Naha. - - _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ~ ___.___________ 
Chichishima .... _____.___ ~ _.___ 
Nemuro 1 __________.___________ 
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Aver- 
age 
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Inches 
30.03 
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30.05 
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1 For 14 days. 
NOTE.-DJta b s e d  on 1 daily obserwtion only. except thoce for Juneori, Tatoosh 

Departures Island, San Francisco, and Honolulu, which 3re bsed  on two ohsorvations. 
are computed from best available normals related to time of observation. 

Cyclones and gales.-The month was only .modcralely 
stormy as a whole, despite the fact that hurricane veloc- 
ities occurred locdly on 3 days, and winds of force 11 on 
2 days. These high winds were experienced by ships 
within the region 38'4GO N., 160'-175' E. Scattered 
gales of force 9-10 were encountered on a few other days, 
but the majoiity of the Pacific gales in April clid not 
esceed force 8. 

The deepest April cryclones occurred on the first and 
last days of the month. The earlier lay to the eastward 
of the Huril Islttnds and affected the western part of the 
northern sailing routes until about the 5th, during a slow 
northward passage into the Bering Sea. It was on the 
lst ,  however, that it acquired greatest intensity, the 
British motorship Athelchzef on that day reporting a south- 
southwest wind of hurricane force, lowest barometer 
28.75, near 43' N., 163' E. 

In the final cyclone of the month, which lay south of 
the western Aleutians on the 29th and 30th, pressure fell 
to unusually low values for the type, locality, and season 
of the storm. On the 29th, with a southwest hurricane 
nccompmiecl by snow, the Dutch motorship Sapwoea 
re;iorted n barometer reading of 28.68 inches, near 46' 
N.,  173" E. On the 30th the American steanier Michigan, 
with strong to whole accompanying gales, observed a 
corrected pressure of 28.48 inches, near 49' N., 179' E. 
This is the lowest reported reading of the month. 

Storminess WIUS most widespreacl on the 15th and 16th. 
On these dates gales were experienced in middle latitudes 
between 150' and 175' E. ;  over a considerable region 
south of the Aleutians and the peninsula of Alaska; and 
in niicldle latitudes some 10' to 13' oft' the California 
coast. The heaviest winds of this midmonth period were 
of force 11, experienced by the Norwegian motorship 
Sangstad, near 38' N., 166O E. 

Cyclones covered the northwestern part of the ocean 
during the greater part of the month. Some were pro- 
gressive storms from Japanese waters, while others were 
more fluctuating and less progressive dis turhances of the 
nature of the Aleutim LOW. Gales resulting from this 
continuous unsettled condition were for the most part of 
n minor nature, except during the periods previously 
mentioned . 

East of 160' west longitude no gales mere reported 
escept those due to disturbances originating generally 
to the northeastward of the Hawaiian Islands. These 
LOWS were of brief duration escept that which formed 
during the 13th near 30' N., 145' W. and, moving north- 
northeastward, entered British Columbia on the 18th. 
Local accompanying gales, force 8 to 9, occurred on the 
13th, 15th, and 16th. Within the region 35'40' N., 
12So-15O0 W., local gales arising from earlier disturbed 
conditions occurred on the 2d, 4th, and 6th. 

Te1mantepecers.-Moderate gales (force 7) of the norther 
type occurred in the Gulf of Tehuantepec on the 13th 
and 1Sth. No other winds of equnI force were reported 
as occurring this month to the southward of the thirtieth 
par allel. 

Fog.-Along the northern and middle routes, fogs were 
reported on several days, but were widely scattered as to 
location and occurred on not more than 1 or 2 days in 
any locality, escept in far eastern waters, where they 
were observed on 6 days, and along the American coast. 
There were two days with fog reported near Vancouver 
Island; 8 days with fog off' California; and 7 with fog off 
Lower California. Off the latter two coasts, the 10th to 
12th were the most extensively foggy. Two m i d  
vessels were damaged during this period as a result of the 
thick weather. 


